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By Katherine Luck

Behold the classic nerd, circa 1985: 
thick glasses held together with masking 
tape; pocket protector bristling with pens 
and Texas Instruments graphing calcula-
tor; shoulders stooped beneath a backpack 

crammed with floppy disks.
Meet the Spazmatics: the self-pro-

claimed greatest band in the entire uni-
verse. There’s singer David Jensen aka 
“Rusty” and his brother, bassist Dan Jens-
en aka “Clark”; guitarist Ron Gatty aka 
“Deuce”; and drummer Kevin Latimer aka 

Get your geek on with the Spazmatics, performing on July 19 at the 2009 Mill Creek Festival.

Get your geek on

“Skip.”
Channeling the superdorks and sound-

tracks of 1980s film classics Weird Science, 
Sixteen Candles and Revenge of the Nerds, 
the Spazmatics perform a lineup of ’80s 
pop tunes that gets audiences rocking like 
Ronald Reagan was in office.

“We play characters on stage,” said Da-
vid Jensen/“Rusty.” “The Spazmatics want 
to be cool, but they’re really nerdy ... it’s 
kind of like being in a play.”

To that end, the band has honed their on 
stage personas to a tee. Guitarist Ron Gat-
ty’s character, “Deuce,” wants to be popu-
lar, especially with the ladies, explained 
Jensen, while his own character “wants to 
be the leader. He’s trying to take over.” As 
for “Clark,” Jensen explained, “He’s really 
safety conscious. He wears a helmet, he’s 
got a backpack. He’s prepared.” And then 
there’s lowly “Skip,” who “longs to reach 
assistant manager at some fast food place. 
That’s his ultimate goal,” said Jensen.

Jensen and his band mates have been 
playing characters like these in “musical 
era tribute bands” since 1996. Their first in-

carnation was as the spangled disco kings 
known as the Afrodisiacs.

“The Spazmatics is our other personal-
ity. The Afrodisiacs are kings of the disco 
era. They’re cool. But underneath that, 
we’re really the Spazmatics. We’re not so 
cool,” said Jensen.

Both the Afrodisicas and Spazmat-
ics are produced by Perfect World Enter-
tainment, which got its start with the ’70s 
stylings of The Boogie Knights in 1992. 
Jensen estimates there are 125 so-called 
“cast members” in other Afrodisiac and 
Spazmatic bands  nationwide, and when 
needed, substitute musicians can be flown 
in to cover a show in just about any city.

The Seattle crew assumed the dweeby 
mantle of the Spazmatics and added effer-
vescent new wave pop to their repertoire in 
2006. Jensen for his part has been perform-
ing in local clubs (as himself ) since 1987. 
He said that he likes the flamboyancy of 
the 1980s, with “Wake Me Up” by Wham 

“Fave 5 Pizza”
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Nonprofit groups meet the community at Mill Creek Festival
By Elizabeth Griffin

An important element at the Mill Creek 
Festival every year is the nonprofit area. While 
most booths are commercial, the nonprofits 
are there to simply give out information and 
make the community aware of their presence. 

Years ago the Rotary Club of Mill Creek 
decided to sponsor this area so nonprofits 
could participate in the festival without fi-
nancial burden, under the insurance the club 
could provide.

“It’s a community service — a way of 
reaching out and showing there is more 
than commercial business involved,” said Bill 
McElroy of Rotary Club. “It’s a way for other 
areas of the community to participate.”

There are 16 spaces available for nonprofit 
groups, according to McElroy. They each have 
a table in the breezeway by Blazing Onion 
that leads to the community stage. 

Nonprofit groups taking part in the festival 
this year include:
•	 Sky Valley Whirlwinds Square Dance 

Club
•	 Mill Creek Senior Community Develop-

ment Foundation
•	 Friends of the Mill Creek Senior Program
•	 Mill Creek Senior Program
•	 Mothers & More

•	 Planned Parenthood of the Great North-
west

•	 Northshore Performance Theater
•	 Cedar Cross Co-op Preschool
•	 Friends of the Mill Creek Library
•	 Mill Creek Women’s Club
•	 University of Washington Bothell
•	 North Creek Presbyterian Church
•	 Boy Scouts of America
•	 Mill Creek Community Church
•	 Heritage Baptist Church

(425) 483-7986  www.northcreekroofi ng.com
Lic. #NORTHCR042C2

Composition  Shake  repairs  Skylights  Maintenance

Specializing in Residential Roofing!  |  We recycle your old roof!

Defi ning Quality since 1996
Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

Call for FREE Estimate!  |  Now installing Attic Insulation!

Title Sponsor of the 
Mill Creek Festival!

•	 Mill Creek Rotary
It is up to each group to decide what to do 

with their space, but McElroy said they usual-
ly use it as an opportunity to display informa-
tion about their group and recruit members if 
applicable. “The Friends of the Library will be 
selling books and the Boy Scouts will be look-
ing for people to join,” he said, while giving 
examples of past involvement.

“It’s a good time to provide information 
and meet the crowd,” said McElroy, who add-

ed that groups are accepted on a first come, 
first served basis.

Rotary also helps sponsor 15 different 
nonprofit groups in the pet area of the festival. 
These include PAWS and other animal wel-
fare organizations.

The breezeway is a perfect location for the 
nonprofit groups, which have tables but not 
booths, according to McElroy. “We tried it 
last year and it was ideal,” he said. “So we’re 
putting them there again this year.”

Mill Creek Festival

Spazmatics

his favorite song to perform in nerd rega-
lia.  

“Spazmatics shows are very interactive. 
If there’s something funny [going on] with 
the audience, we just go with it. We keep it 
funny and light,” he said.

Though you may not have recognized 
them, the group played the Mill Creek 
Festival last year as the Afrodisiacs.

“We liked it — it was cool. We didn’t 
know how fun it was going to be. And the 
audience loved it,” he said, adding that 
they’re looking forward to geeking Mill 
Creek up this time around.

Though the Spazmatics have been 
known to roll out Madonna’s infamous, 
“Like A Virgin,” Jensen explained that 
“the shows are so versatile, we can play for 
kids and adults. I really enjoy the Spazmat-
ics because it’s a lighthearted thing. It’s so 
much fun ... people really respond to the 
energy of the show.”

So if you “Just Can’t Get Enough,” of 
the ’80s, but are worried you might “Blister 
In The Sun” on July 19, “Be there and don’t 
be a sissy! We’re the greatest band in the 
universe!” exclaimed Jensen — or maybe it 
was really “Rusty” all along ...

The Spazmatics will perform from 6 to 
7 p.m. on the Main Stage. For a list of their 
songs and a gallery of nerdalicious photos, 
visit http://afrospaz.com.

(Continued from previous page)
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La Palmera - 1629 Center Road, Everett 
(across from Home Depot) (425) 290-8800
La Palmera #2 - 15224 Main St. #202

Mill Creek Plaza (2nd Floor) (425) 379-5100
Visit our website for our full-menu and other special offers!

www.LaPalmeraFMR.com

Happy Hour at both locations:
In Lounge 3pm-6pm, 9pm-close

2 for 1 Dinner
Combos 1-30, Sun-Thurs when you order 

2 dinner entrees with 2 beverages. 

One coupon per couple. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid for to-go orders. Max. discount $9.25. Expires 7/31/09.

$1000 OFF
with purchase of $4000 or more

(tax included)

One coupon per couple. Not valid on holidays or with any other offer. 
Valid Sun - Thur for dine-in only. Expires 7/31/09.

Open 7 Days A Week
for Lunch and Dinner

La Palmera
Gift Cards Available!

Valid at Mill Creek Sunday - Thursday Only.
Valid at Everett Monday & Tuesday Only.

Gift Certifi cate Coupon

Sports Bar Two Big Projection TV’s For All Sports!

Come See Us At The Mill Creek 
Festival on July 18th & 19th!

Come 
Enjoy Our Mariachi Band!Everett - Sat & Sun Mill Creek - Sun

Rated Best 

Restaurant 

in Snohomish 

County!

Visit us at the Food Court by the Beer Garden!
You can also join us 

in our lounge for food 
& drink specials!




